
M asters of W hisky
From the fa r reaches o f the M anitoba province in C anada w here
C row n R oya l C anad ian w h isky is p roduced to lush h ills o f S co tland,
the hom e of Johnnie W alke r and the C lass ic M alts Se lection,
D iageo ’s w h isky portfo lio a rm s the M aste rs o f W h isky w ith a bread th
and dep th o f know ledge tha t is unpara lle led in the industry. The
M aste rs ga in firs t-hand experience from the experts them se lves and
are ab le to equ ip know ledge-th irs ty consum ers w ith the ability to
d isce rn a sing le m a lt S co tch from a b lend , an Irish w h iskey from a
S co tch w h isky or a B ourbon from a Tennessee w h iskey.
A ll o f the M aste rs o f W h isky have com p le ted in -dep th tra in ing courses in S co tch be fo re
rece iving the ir ce rtifica tion : The w h isky program s cover h is to ry, p roduction process, w ood /barre l
m anagem ent, m atu ra tion and the art o f b lend ing . Add itiona lly, they are tu to red by a w ide
varie ty o f lead ing experts in the ir ind iv idua l w h iskey ca tegories at som e of the w orld ’s best
know n d is tille ries, inc lud ing Bushm ills Irish w h isky, B u lle it B ourbon , G eorge D icke l and C row n
R oya l.

R obert S ick ler 
M aster o f W hisky 

B ackground  &  A ch ievem ents
S ick le r is  o rig ina lly  from  the  sunny s ta te  o f F lo rida , bu t h is  pass ion  fo r qua lity  w ine  and  sp irits  
has b rough t h im  to  severa l reg ions o f the  w orld . B e fo re  he  w as a  M aste r o f W h isky he  w orked  
as an  E ng lish  teacher bo th  in  the  U .S . and  overseas. H is  pass ion  fo r the  com p lex ity  o f w ine  
a lte red  h is  course  and  he  pursued  a  ca reer in  the  beverage  industry, m anag ing w ine-focused  
restau ran ts  th roughout the  g lobe .  H e  la te r b rough t th is  experience  back to  h is  hom e sta te , 
w here  he  w orked  as a  w ine  and  sp irits  rep resen ta tive  fo r D iageo  be fo re  pu rsu ing  h is  cu rren t 
pos ition  as M aste r o f W h isky.   

W hy Th is  Job  and  N o  O ther...
S ick le r ’s  love  and  respect fo r w ine  is  w ha t d rew  h im  to  w h isky. H e  trans la tes the  sam e pass ion  
he  shares fo r w ine  in to  h is  en thus iasm  fo r w h isky, tem pting  m any a  new com er to  em brace  the  
charm s o f the  ‘dew  on  the  v ine ’ th rough  innova tive  food  pa irings.  R obert’s  love  o f lite ra tu re , 
w riting  and  teach ing  a ll m an ifest them se lves in  h is  da ily  in te ractions w ith  consum ers, 
co lleagues, m ed ia , and  trade . 

Favorite  W hisky  M om ents
O ne o f S ick le r ’s  m ost v iv id  S co tch  m om ents w as tasting  earthy, he rbaceous Johnn ie  W a lke r 
G reen  ou tdoors in  the  H igh lands o f S co tland  a t the  actua l w a te r source  fo r the  d is tille ry.  H e  
a lso  has fond  m em ories o f s ipp ing  a  ra re  bo ttle  o f Ta liske r 50  yr on  the  Is le  o f S kye  w ith  c lose  
friends on  a  go rgeous sum m er even ing .  

A nd w hen  R obert isn ’t p reach ing  the  gospel o f w h isky…
… he is  a  fan  o f the  a rts  as w e ll as h ik ing , kayaking , rugby, and  su rfing .  R obert a lso  p lays 
percuss ion and  is  an  av id  reader o f lite ra tu re , an th ropo logy, and  in te rna tiona l a ffa irs .
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